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BUCKS PSYCH LOGIST 
NEWSLETTER OF THE PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT,  

BUCKS NEW UNIVERSITY 

 
Welcome to the fourth issue of the Bucks 
Psychologist, the newsletter for the Bucks New 
University Psychology Department, which aims 
to keep you apprised of the latest events 
happening amongst the Bucks Psychology 
community of staff and students. 

 

THE UNDERGRADUATE 

DISSERTATION CONFERENCE 
 

 
 
Congratulations to our 3rd years on their 
successful oral and poster presentations at the 
undergraduate dissertation conference, which 
took place on the 8th May 2019 – a proud day for 
both students and the staff who supported them 
over the past three years. Well done on all your 
hard work! The keynote address ‘Looking Back 
…Looking Forward?’ was given by Dr Piers 
Worth, encouraging students to embrace the 
inevitable changes and opportunities that lie 
ahead, and to be unafraid to try something new 
(like aerobic dance, which apparently Dr Worth 

was surprisingly good at! 😉) 
 

POSTGRADUATE OPEN 

EVENING 15TH MAY 
Thinking about postgraduate education? Know 
someone who is? The staff are holding a 
postgraduate open evening Wednesday, 15th May 
from 4-7pm in The Room, for a variety of 
postgrad programmes, including MSc Applied 
Positive Psychology (MAPP), MSc Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy (CBT), MSc Mental Health & 
Wellbeing in Education, and MSc Psychology 
(Conversion).  
 
Dr Matthew Smith will also run an online 
Blackboard Collaborate webinar session 4-5pm 
for those interested in the MAPP course 
specifically, and Dr Piers Worth will be giving his 
‘Looking Back…Looking Forward?’ talk at both 
5pm and 6pm; this will be live-broadcast online as 
well following the MAPP open evening online 
session, which anyone interested should be able 
to attend as a guest via: 
https://tinyurl.com/BucksOpenEvening  
Please register through the Bucks website to 
attend either the in-person or online open 
evening sessions.  

 

5TH ANNUAL APPLIED 

POSITIVE 

PSYCHOLOGY 

SYMPOSIUM 

Interested in the latest research in applied 
positive psychology (PP) – the ‘science of what 
makes life worth living’ – from graduates and 
students of MAPP and other PP university 

  

WELCOME! 

https://bucks.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/applied-positive-psychology-pt
https://bucks.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/applied-positive-psychology-pt
https://bucks.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/health-and-social-sciences/cognitive-behavioural-therapy-ft-msc
https://bucks.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/health-and-social-sciences/cognitive-behavioural-therapy-ft-msc
https://bucks.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/mental-health-and-well-being-in-education-pt
https://bucks.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/mental-health-and-well-being-in-education-pt
https://bucks.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/psychology-conversion-pt-hw
https://bucks.ac.uk/courses/postgraduate/psychology-conversion-pt-hw
https://tinyurl.com/BucksOpenEvening
https://bucks.ac.uk/applying-to-bucks/postgraduate-and-professional/open-evenings


Issue 04 SPRING/SUMMER 2019 
 

BUCKS PSYCHOLOGIST 04 2 

 

programmes across the UK and Ireland? Attend 
the symposium on Sat. 1st June 2019, 9.30-
4.30pm, at the Bucks High Wycombe campus! 
Registration is now open through the Bucks e-
Store, cost is £10, lunch & refreshments 
provided. The draft programme is jam-packed 
with interesting new research talks, flash 
presentations, posters, and workshops – it is 
available to view on the Bucks Applied Positive 
Psychology Research Group website: 
http://pospsychbucks.com/news  

INTERESTED IN THE SCIENCE OF 

CREATIVITY? 

 
 
The 3rd Annual UK Creativity Researchers 
Conference is being held 22nd May 2019 at the 
University of Central Lancashire (UCLan) in 
Preston, Lancs. The conference draws leading 
creativity researchers from around the UK and 
abroad, and from various disciplines, to discuss 
the latest work on this topic. This year’s keynote 
speaker is Dr. Jonathan Plucker, well-known 
creativity in education researcher from Johns 
Hopkins University in the US. Our Senior Lecturer 
on the MSc Applied Positive Psychology course, 
Dr. Genevieve Cseh, is on the organising 
committee - please email her at 
genevieve.cseh@bucks.ac.uk with any questions. 
All are welcome to attend. Attendance is £60 
and registration is now open and some places 
are still available. See 
https://creativityresearchers.co.uk for more 
information and to register.   

 

 

 

FLOW SYMPOSIUM, MAX PLANCK 

INSTITUTE: PRACTICE TALK INVITATION 
Senior Lecturer in Psychology 
on the MSc Applied Positive 
Psychology (MAPP) 
programme, Dr. Genevieve 
Cseh, will be giving a practice 
talk on Wednesday, 15th May, 
2:30-3pm in Room N3.12, of 

her invited presentation that she will be giving to 
the Max Planck Institute for Empirical Aesthetics 
in early June in Frankfurt, Germany. The talk will 
be based on her PhD research on the roles of 
feedback and control in flow experience during 
visual creativity and will be entitled The Thrills & 
Anxieties of Uncertainty: Paradoxes and 
Motivators of Flow in Visual Creativity. All 
interested are welcome to attend. The talk will 
also be live-streamed and recorded for later 
listening. You can listen in online via the Positive 
Psychology Research Group Blackboard 
organisation shell via the following guest link: 
https://tinyurl.com/PosPsychResearch  
 

 

LAB-BASED SEMINAR SUCCESS 
 
Dr. Sena Quaye and 
Paige Metcalfe have 
been designing 
seminars based in the 
laboratory to focus on 
a practical application 
of theories covered in 
lectures. This was been 
implemented in two 

sessions so far (attention & written word), with a 
third one planned (problem solving). Overall the 
feedback on sessions has been majorly positive, 
mean scores of satisfaction across sessions being 
4.43, average from a 5-point Likert scale (1=Very 
Unsatisfied – 5=Very Satisfied). Additionally, in 
response to the question ‘Do you feel that 
today’s session was engaging?’ 94.29% of the 
respondents replied ‘Yes’ out of the options: 

https://store.bucks.ac.uk/conferences-and-events/conferences-events/event/applied-positive-psychology-symposium-2019
https://store.bucks.ac.uk/conferences-and-events/conferences-events/event/applied-positive-psychology-symposium-2019
http://pospsychbucks.com/news-and-events
mailto:genevieve.cseh@bucks.ac.uk
https://creativityresearchers.co.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/PosPsychResearch
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Yes/Mostly/No. If you would like to discuss 
implementing lab-based seminars in your 
module please contact Paige at 
psychologylab@bucks.ac.uk.  

 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT REQUEST 

FORMS COMING…  
 
Next academic 
year will see the 
introduction of 
technical request 
forms. These 
forms are to be 
completed by 
module/session leads if technical support is 
requested, and – yes – the use of your assigned 
technician for a session will require a request 
form, too. They will be gently phased in for the 
remainder of this academic year. The aim of the 
form is to streamline your technical support and 
reduce the need for back-and-forth emailing. 
These can be filled out in a meeting with your 
assigned technician to help get into the swing of 
things. Should you like to know more or would 
like a sneak preview of the form please email 
psychologylab@bucks.ac.uk. Additionally, any 
feedback is welcomed in ways we can provide 
better technical support, which can also be 
accepted via email to the above address.  

JOIN THE VIRTUAL & 

AUGMENTED REALITY GROUP 

The Bucks Virtual & 
Augmented Reality 
Interest Group is 
being revived after a 
hiatus. Interested in 
exploring what this 
relatively new and 
quickly developing technology can do for your 
learning and/or research? The group aims to 

meet monthly, usually on a Wednesday morning 
(TBC), to try out the VR/AR equipment, new 
games and applications, and discuss 
development for research and education. If 
you’re interested in being added to the list for 
meet-ups, please contact 
psychologylab@bucks.ac.uk   

 

 

 
Some of the staff (Drs Matthew Smith & Ceri 
Sims), along with students and graduates from 
the MSc Applied Positive Psychology (MAPP) 
course, took part in a 2-day training course at 
the end of February run by Strengthscope®. The 
course is designed to “help people identify what 
makes them truly unique, enabling honest and 
authentic conversations and empowering people 
to develop and stretch their strengths to 
productively overcome blockers to their 
performance” and provides accreditation in how 
best to apply strengths in one’s own life and 
work, and with others. Practitioner training 
courses are continually offered in London and 
Manchester, and we have negotiated significant 
discounts for MAPP students. For more 
information, visit the Strengthscope website 
strengthscope.com or contact 
matthew.smith@bucks.ac.uk 

 
WHO YA GONNA CALL? 

Dr Ciaran O’Keeffe has 
been featured as part 
of two Ghostbusters 
documentaries being 
shown at the 
Ghostbusters Fan 
Fest in June in 
California 
(http://www.ghostbusters.com/news/ghostbust

mailto:psychologylab@bucks.ac.uk
mailto:psychologylab@bucks.ac.uk
mailto:psychologylab@bucks.ac.uk
https://www.strengthscope.com/
mailto:matthew.smith@bucks.ac.uk
http://www.ghostbusters.com/news/ghostbusters-fan-fest
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ers-fan-fest). A smaller one is still in the planning 
stages, but the larger of the two projects is  
a documentary about 5 years in the making (and 
which, in addition to Dr O’Keeffe, features stars 
of the original films Dan Aykroyd, Harold Ramis, 
Sigourney Weaver, and others): 
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/13297542
97/cleanin-up-the-town-remembering-
ghostbusters 

 

MINDS@WORK 2019 -  

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE?  

VOICE YOUR OPINION NOW…  

During the week commencing November 11th, 
2019 the Psychology Department will be running 
‘Minds@Work week’. We will also be hosting 
our 4th Minds@Work Careers and Volunteering 
Fair. For those of you not yet in the know, this is 
an event designed specifically to connect our 
students in psychology-based programmes with 
organisations who are looking for volunteers, 
interns or employees with these specific skills 
and training. The main aim is to encourage 
students to get involved in volunteering and find 
work experience placements in order for them 
to gain experience in areas of work they wish to 
pursue after graduation, whilst at the same time 
providing a great opportunity for these 
organisations to find enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable volunteers! The previous three 
events were a huge success and we are hoping 
this year will be even better. 
 
With that in mind, please let your voice be heard 
regarding any particular sorts of organisations 
you would like to see represented, and we will 
do our best at this end to make the connections 
if we don’t yet have them. Additionally, if you 

work for any organisations that you know are 
recruiting or looking for volunteers in 
psychology-related areas, please email Dr Julia 
Robertson at julia.robertson@bucks.ac.uk and 
we can invite them to come along! Likewise, any 
careers- related workshops of interest, again, 
please ask and we will try to organise! 

 
FORENSICS STUDENTS…GO TO JAIL 

Our Level 6 students (Investigative & Forensic 
Psychology module) visited HMP Wormwood 
Scrubs on Thursday 2nd May 2019.  
 

 

 
 

 

PUBLICATION SUCCESS 
Congratulations to the team on the following 
recent publications: 
 
Cseh, G. M., & Jeffries, K. K. (2019). A scattered 
CAT: A critical evaluation of the Consensual 
Assessment Technique for creativity research 
[Special edition]. Psychology of Aesthetics, 

http://www.ghostbusters.com/news/ghostbusters-fan-fest
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1329754297/cleanin-up-the-town-remembering-ghostbusters
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1329754297/cleanin-up-the-town-remembering-ghostbusters
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1329754297/cleanin-up-the-town-remembering-ghostbusters
mailto:julia.robertson@bucks.ac.uk
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Creativity, and the Arts, 13(2), 159-166. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/aca0000220 
 
Thompson, K. P. J., O’Keeffe, C., Cseh, G. M., 
Worth, P., & Smith, M. D. (2019). Ethical 
considerations for the use of virtual reality in 
psychology teaching. In J. Hudson and R. M. 
Kerton (Eds.), Proceedings of the VR/AR 
conference 2018, IM Publications Open, 
Chichester, pp. 1–7.  

 

RESEARCH METHODS BOOK IN 

FINAL PUBLICATION STAGES 

 
 
Drs Barbara Kingsley & Julia Robertson have been 
busy working on writing a new Research 
Methods book being published by Oxford 
University Press in December 2019, called Your A 
to Z of Research Methods in Psychology Made 
Easy. They are currently finalising their proof for 
publication. Congratulations, Barbara and Julia! 
Be sure to put this on your Christmas wish lists, 
everyone!  

 

WELCOME BACK! 
Dr Nicola Mallowan, who had 
been on maternity leave and 
sabbatical, is now back at work 
part-time, where she is 
teaching on a variety of 
courses, mainly forensics.  

 

 
 

CALL FOR STUDY PARTICIPANTS:  
ACADEMIC LIFE AND CAREER PATHS  

If you are an academic at a UK university, aged 
30 or over with at least 12 months lecturing 
experience and can spare approximately 30 
minutes of your time to complete an online 
qualitative questionnaire about your life and 
career, we would love to hear from you. If you 
are interested in taking part please visit 
https://buckspsychology.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/for
m/SV_3OY0vec8c6DY5jT For more information 
please contact Dr Sena Quaye: 
sena.quaye@bucks.ac.uk 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Dr Julia Robertson has been 
nominated and shortlisted for 
the Students’ Union Award for 
Academic Staff Partner of the 
Year. 
 

Though she is no longer working 
at Bucks, our former Technical 
Tutor, Kristin Thompson, was 
awarded the BPS/ATSiP Award in 
Psychology Teaching at a 
ceremony on 1st May in London, 

for the work she did as our technician over the 
years. She was nominated with glowing praise by 
the department staff, showing how loved and 
missed she is by the Psychology team.  

https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/aca0000220
https://buckspsychology.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3OY0vec8c6DY5jT
https://buckspsychology.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3OY0vec8c6DY5jT
mailto:sena.quaye@bucks.ac.uk
https://thepsychologist.bps.org.uk/volume-32/may-2019/award-winning-contributions
https://thepsychologist.bps.org.uk/volume-32/may-2019/award-winning-contributions
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THE SOCIALS 
If you are doing an 
interesting 
session/activity/ 
study/event/etc and 
think it would be 
good coverage please 

feel free to send it for us to share across our 
social media platforms. You can send content 
directly to Paige Metcalfe to share 
(paige.metcalfe@bucks.ac.uk) or tag us on social 
media @BNUPsychology for both Instagram and 
Twitter and it will be reposted/retweeted. As for 
Facebook we are ‘Buckinghamshire New 
University Psychology Department’. This can 
include advertising research, if ethical approval 
allows for it!  

 
HAVE SOMETHING TO SHARE?   
We are always looking for contributors! Let us 
know your Psychology-related activities. We also 
welcome articles on a range of topics, including 
(but not limited to) book and film reviews, 
research activity, events, and field trips. If you 
would like to contribute to the next newsletter, 
please email: genevieve.cseh@bucks.ac.uk 

FOLLOW US:   Twitter: @BNUPsychology     

  Instagram: @BucksPsychology  Blog 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From all of us in the Psychology Department, 
we’d like to wish our students best of luck with 
any remaining coursework and exams, and an 
enriching, relaxing, refreshing summer!  

 

Summer Stars 

Bend low again, night of summer stars.  
So near you are, sky of summer stars,  
So near, a long-arm man can pick off stars,  
Pick off what he wants in the sky bowl,  
So near you are, summer stars,  
So near, strumming, strumming,  
So lazy and hum-strumming. 

- Carl Sandburg 

mailto:paige.metcalfe@bucks.ac.uk
mailto:genevieve.cseh@bucks.ac.uk
http://www.twitter.com/bnupsychology
https://www.instagram.com/buckspsychology/
http://buckspsychologylab.wordpress.com/

